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ELECTION OF SENATORS AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

The SPEAKER:  Before I give the call to the member for Nedlands, I wish to comment on the debate that we 
have had so far on this very small bill.  It is true that some latitude is given to the matters that can be covered 
during the second reading debate.  However, some of the debate in the past few hours has at best been tenuous in 
its relevance to the bill before the house.  I direct that members discuss issues that might have some connection 
to the bill so that we can progress the matter. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.04 pm]:  Before question time, I was speaking about the role of Federation, 
the role of senators and the division of power between the states.  Since Federation, there has been an increasing 
encroachment by the commonwealth government on what were originally thought to be state areas.  I referred to 
the issue of taxation.  I also referred to a recent paper that I had read on Federation and how the goods and 
services tax is distributed and used by the states.  I referred to a paper by Henry Ergas.  That paper found that the 
bulk of the revenue windfall received by state and territory governments as a result of Federation had gone 
towards increased expenditure on government services, especially health, education and policing.  However, it 
went on to say that a large proportion of this increased expenditure had simply gone to funding high wages and 
salaries for government service employees.  Finally, it said that, although the effectiveness of service provision 
was difficult to measure and varied across jurisdictions, much of the available data pointed to either no 
noticeable improvement or noticeable reductions in service effectiveness in key program areas.  This suggests 
that, in recent years taxpayers have been getting less bang for their dollar.  I am reminded of one of the speakers 
during the budget debate who asked where all the money had gone.  A broad range of people who come to my 
electorate office say that they are not getting the services that they require in this state.  I referred to the 
unfortunate man in a wheelchair who waited outside my office for four hours for a taxi in a cashed-up economy 
with a GST windfall.  I also referred to the courts, policing, emergency waiting rooms and those sorts of issues.  
Federation, the encroachment of the commonwealth and the GST windfall do not seem to have made much 
difference to the provision of services by the Labor government in Western Australia.  What has happened to all 
that money?  We should have first-class services in critical areas across the state, but we do not. 

Point of Order 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I think the Speaker made it quite clear in his comments about relevance prior to the 
resumption of the second reading debate.  I cannot see where this is taking us in relation to the bill.  I think the 
member should get her comments back on track. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  I thank the member for Yokine.  Which standing order is the 
member referring to? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The one that relates to the issue of relevance. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I thank the member for his guidance.  I did not hear the Speaker’s comments prior 
to the resumption of debate.  Can the member please keep her comments within the realm of relevance to the 
debate? 

Debate Resumed 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I cannot help it if members of the Labor government are a bit touchy.  I am talking about 
Federation, senators, how power is distributed between the federal, state and local governments, and how the 
GST windfall is being used in Labor states.  I would have thought that that was very relevant to Federation.  I 
would have thought that that goes to the very heart of Federation, because I am talking about local services.  We 
are not getting them.  It is unbelievable that we have a resources boom and all this money, yet we are not getting 
the required services.  They are not getting down to the people, and I have given examples of that.  It has been 
thoroughly researched by a highly respected economist.  It is just not happening.  I am sorry that members 
opposite feel tetchy about that, but the government is not looking after the people. 
The paper that I read confirmed that most state and territory governments have used some of their revenue 
windfall to retire state debt or increase net lending, but it also found that after several years of stagnation - this 
government has been in office since 2001 - state and territory governments have only recently begun to take 
advantage of their stronger fiscal position to boost infrastructure spending, although it is not clear that that 
spending is efficient.  I think it is a very sorry state of affairs in the Federation.  I would like our side of politics 
in all the states to get together and try to find a way to wrest back from the commonwealth government some of 
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our power in the states.  It is up to us individually and collectively to do that.  I hope that state politicians do just 
that. 

[Continued on page 4127.] 
 


